
  
 

TOWN OF MARCELLUS 
TOWN BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

     December 10, 2012 
 
        

 
A regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Marcellus, County of Onondaga, 
State of New York was held on Monday, December 10, 2012, at 7:00 P.M. in the Town 
Hall, 24 East Main Street, Marcellus, New York.  Those present were: 
 
Daniel J. Ross, Supervisor 
Thomas C. Lathrop, Councilor  
Donald G. Sherman, Councilor 
Kevin F. O’Hara, Councilor 
 Peter Hakes, Councilor 
 
Also present:  Sandy Taylor, Town Clerk; Susan Dennis, Deputy Town Clerk ; Jim 
Gascon, Council; Tracie Barnes, Accountant; Don MacLachlan, Highway 
Superintendent; Phil Coccia, Recreation Director;  William Burnett, Vincent Murphy, 
Carolyn Behm, Daniel Behm, Jerry Wickett,  Peg Kronen, Nancy Bunn, John J. Scanlon, 
Jr., Lynn Cahill-Hoy, Anita Williams. 
 
Supervisor Ross opened the meeting at 7 P.M. with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   
 
 
 
PUBLIC HEARING:   Local Law No 7 for the year 2012.  “ A Local law Amending  
                                       The Town of Marcellus Zoning Law As Enacted by Local Law 
                                       No 6-2009, Titled “Town of Marcellus Zoning Law of 2009”. 
 
Supervisor Ross opened the Public Hearing for the proposed Local law No 7 for the 
Year 2012.  “A Local Law Amending The Town of Marcellus Zoning law As Enacted  
By Local law No  6-2009, Titled “Town of Marcellus Zoning Law of 2009”, by reading 
The legal notice that was published in the November 29, 2012 edition of the Marcellus 
Observer. 
 
Supervisor Ross asked if anyone wished to speak against the Local Law.   There were 
no comments in opposition of the Law. 
 
Supervisor Ross then asked if anyone would like to speak in favor of the law to please 
State his/her name for the record. 
 
Carolyn Behm- lives in the Town of Onondaga, property is close to Town of Marcellus. 
Would like to see the ban put in place, just as Town of Onondaga recently did. 
 
Vince Murphy – Glover Road, agrees with Ms. Behm.  We need  a permanent solution. 
Supervisor Ross explained that a Local Law would be permanent.  The Town of 
Marcellus has a moratorium, but that will expire in January. 
 



Judy Lee Bing - Seneca Turnpike in the Town of Onondaga.  Very proud that the Town 
Board has taken the time to gather this information and is also putting a law into place, 
Just as Town of Onondaga has recently done.  Wants Marcellus to stay looking like  
“It’s a Wonderful Life”. 
 
Peg Kronan – Thanks the Board for all the efforts.  She hears that people are 
trying to get out of leases. 
 
Jerry Wickett – Limeledge Road.  Agrees..we need the Local Law.  Doesn’t want 
To put the residents of Marcellus at risk. 
 
Lynn Cahill – Hoy – Lathrop Drive.  Appreciates the Boards consideration in this matter.  
We all need to write to the Governor and DEC that we need a statewide ban. We have 
between December 12 and January 11, 2013 to write to the Governor and DEC. 
 
Supervisor Ross thanked everyone for their comments and put the Public Hearing in 
recess at 7:11. 
 
 
SEQRA FOR LOCAL LAW – 7-2012   Counsel Gascon led the Board through the long 
environmental assessment form for the proposed Local Law.    
 
 



 
 



 
 
 



 
 

 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A motion was made by Councilor Lathrop for the Negative Declaration under SEQRA 
for this act. 
The motion was seconded by Councilor O’Hara.  All voted aye.                                       
Carried. 
 



Supervisor Ross reopened the Public Hearing at 7:35.   
 
Anita Williams from the Town of Onondaga and President of the Otisco Lake 
Preservation Association, 
Thanked the Board for all the research they have done regarding the Hydrofracking issue.  
Also, for bringing both sides of the issue to the Community. 
 
Supervisor Ross would like to have the SEQRA posted on the website.  Since the 
moratorium doesn’t expire until January of 2013, people would have a chance to write 
into the Town Hall with their comments. 
 
Jim Gascon, Town Attorney, mentioned that we are also sending this Local Law to the 
County for 
their assessment.  This way the County can also review the information and give us their 
comments. 
 
There was no objection to going with this procedure.  There will be a vote at the January 
2013 
Town Board Meeting. 
 
 
Copies of the minutes of the Town Board Meeting held on November 8, 2012 , was given 
to the Board Members.  Councilor O’Hara made a motion seconded by Councilor 
Lathrop to approve the minutes as presented.   All voted aye.                  Carried.                                                      
 
                                                                                                                                    
The Abstract of Audited Vouchers was given to the Board Members as submitted by the 
Town Clerk, Abstract # 12 as of December 10, 2102,  Claims # 201200937-
2012001011and Highway Claims #201200196-201200217. 
 

Expenses 
General Fund     $80,772.35 
General Fund – Part Town                18,351.78               
Highway – Town Wide     31,857.65       
Highway – Part Town      28,270.08 
Enterprise Fund      
Fire  
Hydrant                  
Ambulance Fund            
Sewer           8,502.03              
Water 
Trust &Agency                            
         
Board Members were given copies of the Activity Report as of  November 30, 2012  and 
monthly statement of bank balances as of  November 30, 2012. 
 
      Total Revenue  Total Expense 
General Fund                         $1,251,831.45             $1,188.295.59 
General Fund – Part Town                             108,329.00                   112,501.03         
Highway – Town Wide       483,430.82                   298,950.29 
Highway – Part Town                              331,123.70       462,999.17 
Enterprise           



Capital Projects                                              8,557.50         59,627.72         
Reserve                                               7,635.00           
Fire District                                           578,340.16        550,601.89       
Hydrant Fund                                                1,900.11                      1,757.79 
          
Ambulance Fund                   261,532.78                   262,329.00 
Sewer District                                 133,417.77              159,522.93       
Water District                                                       186,961.17                   190,913.24 
            
 
Councilor  Hakes  made a motion seconded by Councilor  Lathrop  to approve and pay 
the bills, approve the monthly activity report as of November 30, 2012  and the monthly 
statement of bank balances as of November 30, 2012.  All voted aye.       Carried.=                                                                
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
Report from Department Liaisons:  None 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
Set Time for the December 27, 2012 Year-End Meeting and Workshop Meeting: A 
motion was made by Councilor Lathrop to set the time at 5:00 for the year end meeting 
with the Workshop meeting immediately following.  This was seconded by Councilor 
Hakes.  All voted aye.        Carried. 
 
Set Time and Date for the 2013 Organizational Meeting:   Councilor Hakes made 
A motion to set the 2013 Organizational Meeting for Thursday, January 3, 2013 at 5:00 
pm.  Councilor Lathrop seconded this motion.  All voted aye.                       Carried. 
 
Contract:  Amendment to Purchase Fuel:  Councilor O’Hara made a motion for 
Supervisor Ross to  sign the contract to Purchase Fuel with the County.  This was 
seconded by Councilor Lathrop.    All voted aye.                                            Carried. 
 
Insurance Renewal – Fire Barn Coverage:   A motion was made by Councilor Lathrop 
to approve the Insurance Renewal for the Fire Barn Coverage. There is a slight increase  
in this policy.  Councilor Hakes seconded this motion.   All voted aye.         Carried. 
 
Insurance Renewal – Workers’s  Comp – Volunteer Ambulance:   Councilor 
O’Hara made a motion to approve the Insurance Renewal for the Workers  Comp 
and Volunteer Ambulance .  This was seconded by Councilor Hakes.  All voted aye. 
Carried. 
 
Insurance Renewal – Volunteer Firefighters, Town of Marcellus, NY Assessment: 
A motion was made by Councilor Hakes and seconded by Councilor O’Hara to renew 
The Insurance for the Volunteer Firefighters, Town of Marcellus and NY Assessment. 
All voted aye.                          Carried. 
 
Holiday Schedule:    A motion was made by Supervisor Ross to close the Town Offices 
on Monday, December 24, 2012, and  be open on Monday, December 31, 2012.  This  
was seconded by Councilor Hakes.  All voted aye.               Carried. 
 
Purchase of Bobcat Skid-Steer Loader:   A motion was made by Councilor Lathrop to 



Purchase the S650 Bobcat Skid-Steer Loader.  Councilor O’Hara seconded this motion.  
All voted aye.      Carried.  
 
Zumba Agreement:   Councilor Lathrop made a motion to approve the Zumba 
agreement that runs Nov. 1, 8, 15, 29, Dec. 6, 13 and 20.  The cost per person 
is $40.00.  Councilor Hakes seconded this motion.  All voted aye.               Carried. 
 
 
Discussion Agenda 
 
Items from the Board: 
 
Councilor Hakes spoke about the information from “Adjacent, Inc.,” the website design 
and development 
Company.   The payments could be in phases and they complete certain phases of the job.  
Supervisor 
Ross suggested that they look at it a little more closely at the workshop meeting to be 
held on December 27, 2012. 
 
Jim Gascon, Town Attorney, introduced his associate Mr. Andino.   
 
 
Items from the Floor 
   
Mr. Murphy asked why the word “hydrofracking” was not on the agenda.  Supervisor 
Ross and Jim Gascon, Town Attorney, explained to him that the Town cannot tell a gas 
company what methods to 
use. 
 
Mr. Scanlon asked about a yearly maintenance fee for the web.  That will all be talked 
about at the 
December 27, 2012 meeting. 
 
Peg Kronen was asking about if you will be able to send in payments for pavilions 
through the 
Web site.   
 
Councilor Hakes  made a motion seconded by Councilor O’Hara  to adjourn the 
Marcellus Town Board meeting at 8:15 P.M.  All voted aye.                                                                        
Carried.                                                                         
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sandy Taylor, Town Clerk 
 
 
                                                                                    
 



 
 


