
 

TOWN OF MARCELLUS 

TOWN BOARD WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, July 23, 2015 

 

A Workshop Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Marcellus, County of 

Onondaga, State of New York was held on Thursday, July 23, 2015, at the Marcellus Fire 

Department, Slate Hill Road, Marcellus, New York at 5:00 pm. 

 

Mary Jo Paul, Supervisor 

Kevin F. O’Hara, Councilor  

John Scanlon, Councilor 

Karen Pollard, Councilor 

Chris Hunt, Councilor 

 

Also present: Jim Gascon, Town Attorney; Don MacLachlan, Highway Superintendent; 

Chuck Paul, Phil Coccia, Recreation Director; Christopher Malone, Skaneateles Journal; 

Jamie Persse, Eastern Shore Associates; Tom Reiley, Reagan Insurance; Hugh Jones, 

Zero Draft; Deana Fellows, Joyce Frost and Sandy Taylor, Town Clerk. 

 

Supervisor Paul opened the meeting at 5 P.M. with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   
 

A motion was made by Councilor O’Hara and seconded by Councilor Hunt to add 

Toshiba contract to the agenda. 

Ayes – Pollard, Paul, Scanlon, O’Hara, Hunt      Carried 

                                                                                                                                       

The Abstract of Audited Vouchers was given to the Board Members as submitted by the 

Town Clerk, Abstract #7 as of July 21, 2015, Claim numbers 142477 -142527. 

 

Expenses 

General Fund     $23,571.15 

General Fund – Part Town       3,037.04           

Highway – Town Wide       7,978.70   

Highway – Part Town        4,754.43 

Trust &Agency        2,173.46 

 

 Total     $41,514.78                        

         

Bills paid between meetings:  The following bill was paid on July 16, 2015. 

Voucher Number   Name of Company   Amount 

142476    Constellation              $277.38 

 

Councilor Pollard made a motion seconded by Councilor O’Hara to approve and pay the 

bills.  

Ayes – Pollard, Paul, Scanlon, O’Hara, Hunt      Carried 

 

 

NYMIR Insurance Representative:  Jamie Perrse, Representative for NYMIR 

Insurance, came to answer questions that the board had regarding NYMIR insurance. 

 



Reagan Insurance Representative:  Tom Reiley, Representative for Reagan Insurance, 

came to answer questions that the board had regarding Selective Insurance through 

Reagan and reduced the original proposal. 

 

After both representatives left, Councilor Scanlon made a motion seconded by Supervisor 

Paul to approve the NYMIR insurance at a cost of $36,585 per year. 

Ayes – Scanlon, Paul   Nays – Pollard, Hunt, O’Hara   Denied  

 

Councilor Pollard then made a motion seconded by Councilor Hunt to approve the 

insurance coverage from Selective Insurance through Reagan Insurance at a rate of 

$41,097. 

Ayes – Pollard, Hunt, O’Hara   Nays - Scanlon, Paul    Carried 

 

Falls Road Water District Refunds:  Councilor Scanlon made a motion seconded by 

Councilor Hunt to approve the Falls Road Water District Refunds at the following 

amounts: 

Falls Road District                   14 units at $395.28 each for a total of $  5,533.92 

Falls Road District – Ext. 1    116 units at $400.68 each for a total of $46,478.88 

 

The total of both district refunds comes to $52,012.80.  These are for the tax years 2011 – 

2014.  The letters and refund check will go out by the end of the month. 

Ayes – Pollard, Paul, Scanlon, O’Hara, Hunt      Carried 

 

Storm Water Update:  John Houser, Codes Officer, was not at the meeting to give an 

update. 

 

Well Water Testing on Pleasant Valley: (added item) Jim Gascon, Town Attorney, 

reviewed the results of the well water testing on Pleasant Valley Road.  There were 7 

wells tested and no acetone or chemical contaminates were found.  There was some e-coli 

and coli form found and the Codes Officer notified the residents what measures to take.  

The Department of Health and DEC were also notified.  Jim Gascon, asked that we close 

the spill issue with respect to the Highway Department.  It is his opinion that the Town 

should not need to do anything else. 

 

Solar Energy:  Hugh Jones, Director of Zero Draft Solar, spoke about the advantage of  

Installing Solar Panels on some/all of the Towns Buildings.   Supervisor Paul asked the 

Board if they felt we should look into this some more, and they all agreed to.  Supervisor 

Paul and the Town Clerk will compile and send the information he needs.   

 

Bill Southern, Sheehan Road Resident, suggested that we contact the Regional Planning 

Board.  They do a lot with Solar Panels. 

 

Town Resident’s Preference Employment:  A resident asked if preference is given to 

Town Residents before any layoffs.  According to our handbook, preference can be given 

to Town Residents for hiring, but nothing is said about layoffs.  Supervisor Paul has 

contacted Civil Service to find out if there are laws that pertain to this.  She is waiting to 

hear back. 

 

Supervisor Paul stated that a safety issue came to her attention.  People coming and going 

to the Dr’s and Dental Offices use our parking lot as a driveway.  Some of the drivers 

don’t slow down.  The Safety Committee will look into what can be done. 

 



Councilor Scanlon asked Don MacLachlan, Highway Superintendent, about the daily log 

sheets that the Highway Department fills out.  Don MacLachlan will bring them to the  

next Safety Committee Meeting. 

 

Phil Coccia, Recreation Director, stated that next week is a busy one: 

Wednesday  – Community Band Concert 

Thursday  – Concert in the Park 

Friday  – Red House is presenting “The Little Mermaid” at Driver Middle School. 

 

Councilor O’Hara made a motion seconded by Councilor Pollard to adjourn the 

Marcellus Town Board meeting at 6:45 P.M.   

Ayes – Pollard, Paul, Scanlon, O’Hara, Hunt      Carried 

 

The Board will now take a tour of the Fire Department and the Highway Garage.  Any 

residents were welcome to go along. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Sandy Taylor, Town Clerk 

 

 

                                                                                    

 
 

 


