
 

TOWN OF MARCELLUS 

TOWN BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
November 5, 2015 

 

A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Marcellus, County of Onondaga, 

State of New York was held on Thursday, November 5, 2015,   in the Town Hall, 24 East 

Main Street, Marcellus, New York.  Those present were: 

 

Mary Jo Paul, Supervisor 

Kevin F. O’Hara, Councilor  

John Scanlon, Councilor 

Karen Pollard, Councilor 

Chris Hunt, Councilor 

 

Also present:  Jim Gascon, Town Attorney;  Don MacLachlan, Highway Superintendent; 

Phil Coccia, Recreation Director; John Houser, Codes Officer; Christopher Mallone, 

Skaneateles Journal; Abbi Grosso, M.  Ossit, Laura Prioletti, Tom Lathrop, Bill Southern, 

Fran Eibert, Mike Ossit, Laurie Stevens, John Cusick, Susan Dennis; Deputy Town Clerk 

and Sandy Taylor, Town Clerk.   

 

Supervisor Paul opened the meeting at 7 P.M. with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.   
 

A motion was made by Councilor Scanlon and seconded by Councilor Hunt to change the 

order of the Public Hearings.  The Public Hearing for the Preliminary Budget will go 

before the Public Hearing for the Local Law – Overriding the Tax Levy.  Also the 

adoption of the Budget and the Local Law will depend on the outcome of the Public 

Hearings. 

Ayes – Scanlon, Hunt, Paul, O’Hara and Pollard     Carried 

 

Public Hearing – Preliminary Budget:  Supervisor Paul opened the Public Hearing at 

7:05 pm and reviewed some of the items.  There were a number of uncontrollable 

increases regarding insurance.  Supervisor Paul then asked the residents if they had 

anything to say in favor or against the Budget, no one said anything.  Supervisor Paul 

then asked the Board if they had anything to say in favor or against it.   A discussion 

ensued about different programs that could be cut and/or added. 

The Public Hearing was closed at 7:40 pm. 

 
TOWN OF MARCELLUS 

OFFICIAL NOTICE 

OF PUBLIC HEARING 

PRELIMINARY BUDGET 

 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the preliminary budget of the Town of Marcellus, including Fire 

Contract for the fiscal year starting January 1, 2016 has been completed and filed in the office of the Town 

Clerk, 24 East Main Street, Marcellus, New York, where it is available for inspection by any interested 

person during office hours. 

FURTHER NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Town Board of the Town of Marcellus will meet and 

review said preliminary budget and hold a public hearing thereon at the Marcellus Town Hall, 24 E. Main 



Street,  Marcellus, New York at 7:00 P.M. on the 5th day of November, 2015, and at such hearing any 

person may be heard in favor of or against the preliminary budget as compiled of, for or against any item or 

items therein contained. 

FURTHER NOTICE is given that pursuant to Real Property Tax Law Section 495, the Exemption report 

that shows total assessed value on the final assessment roll that was used in the budgetary process that is 

exempt from taxation is on file with the Preliminary 2016 Budget. 

PURSUANT TO  Section 108 of the Town Law, the proposed salaries of the following Town Officers are 

hereby specified as follows: Supervisor $10,000., Town Justices (2) each $15,412., Councilors (4) each 

$6,120., Town Clerk $39,020., Superintendent of Highways $56,064., Tax Collector $9,870. 

By Order of the Town Board 

Dated:  October 23, 2015 

Sandra H. Taylor, Town Clerk 

Town of Marcellus 

 

 

Public Hearing – Tax Cap Levy:   Supervisor Paul opened up the Public Hearing for 

Overriding the Tax Cap Levy at 7:40 pm and asked if anyone was in favor or against it.  

Bill Southern, Sheehan Road, stated that he is in favor of overriding the Tax Cap.   No 

one else had any comments.  The Public Hearing was closed at 7:42 pm. 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

TOWN OF MARCELLUS 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that there has been presented to the Town Board of the Town of 

Marcellus, New York, at a regular meeting thereof held on October 22, 2015, proposed Local Law No. D-

2015, titled, “A Local Law Overriding the Tax Levy Limit Established in General Municipal Law §3-C in 

the Town of Marcellus.”  Said Local Law, if enacted, will override the limit on the amount of real property 

taxes that may be levied by the Town of Marcellus and allow the Town of Marcellus to adopt a Town 

budget for the fiscal year 2016 in excess of the “tax levy limit.”  The full text of said Local Law is on file at 

the Town Clerk’s Office at the Town Hall located at 24 East Main Street, Marcellus, New York for 

inspection by all interested persons. 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that on October 22, 2015, the Town Board determined that this 

proposed Local Law is an unlisted action and will have no significant adverse impact on the environment 

(SEQR). 

NOTICE IS FURTHER GIVEN that the Town Board will hold a public hearing on the proposed 

Local Law at the said Town Offices on November 5, 2015, at 7:00 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter 

can be heard, at which time all persons interested will be heard. 

DATED: October 22, 2015 
 

  
SANDY TAYLOR, Town Clerk 



Acceptance of Minutes:  Councilor Pollard made a motion seconded by Councilor Hunt 

to accept the Supervisor’s Budget Meeting Minutes from Oct. 7, Oct. 14 and Oct. 21, 

2015.  Also to accept the Town Clerk’s minutes from the Oct. 8 Board Meeting and the 

Oct. 22 Workshop Meeting. 

Ayes – Scanlon, Hunt, Paul, O’Hara and Pollard     Carried

                                                                                                                                       

The Abstract of Audited Vouchers was given to the Board Members as submitted by the 

Town Clerk, Abstract #11 as of October 30, 2015, Claims #143127-143155. 

 

Expenses 

General Fund     $21,027.33 

General Fund – Part Town                     413.10     

Highway – Town Wide     26,127.62    

Trust & Agency                      657.50   

    

Total                 $48,225.55           

         

Bills paid between meetings:  The following were paid on October 30, 2015 

 

Voucher    Company    Amount 

143109    NYSEG    $58.33 

143110    NYSEG      20.32 

143111    NYSEG      18.40 

143112    NYSEG      30.39 

143113    NYSEG               169.94 

143114    NYSEG      62.99 

143124    NYSEG      18.33 

143125    NYSEG      23.62 

143126    Constellation                 62.04 

143183    Constellation        7.26 

 

Total                                 471.62 

 

Board Members were given copies of the Activity Report as of October 29, 2015 and 

monthly statement of bank balances as of September 2015. 

 

      Total Revenue  Total Expense 

General Fund     $1,263,572.58             $914,679.04 

General Fund – Part Town        184,975.22               108,796.90 

Highway – Town Wide        534,167.00               269,779.95 

Highway – Part Town         317,351.53               363,306.96 

Fire District          584,289.80               563,135.00 

Hydrant           64,313.00                  64,046.26 

Ambulance Fund        283,241.25                282,188.00 

 

Sewer District                274,423.50   15,000.00 

Water District                209,877.00                            185,715.12 

 

 

 



Budget Adjustments: 

 

From: A.1110.1200   Clerk 1    $2,300.00 

To:       A.5182.4000   Street Lighting    2,300.00  

 

From:  A.1440.4000   Engineering Contractual        75.00 

To:      A.7510.4000   Historian Contract         75.00 

 

From: B.8010.4000   Zoning  Contractual       382.00 

To:     B.9060.8004   Dental Insurance       382.00 

 

From: B.8010.4000   Zoning Contractual       225.00 

To:     B.8020.4000   Planning Contractual       225.00 

 

From:  DA.5130.4000   Machinery  Contractual       407.00 

To:      DA. 9060.8004  Dental Insurance        407.00 

           

Councilor O’Hara   made a motion seconded by Councilor Hunt to approve and pay the 

bills, approve the monthly activity report as of Oct. 29, 2015 and the monthly statement 

of bank balances as of September 2015.  

Ayes – Scanlon, Hunt, Paul, O’Hara and Pollard     Carried 

 

MOU – Memo of Understanding:  Councilor Scanlon made a motion seconded by 

Supervisor Paul to approve the MOU between the Town, Village and Bill and Sandy 

Masters on Maple Road.   This is in regards to the Masters allowing the Town and 

Village to dump debris on their land. 

Ayes – Scanlon, Hunt, Paul, O’Hara and Pollard     Carried 

 

Adopt Resolution to Override the Tax Levy: 

 

 
TOWN OF MARCELLUS 

TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION 

 

November 5, 2015 

 

The following resolution was offered by Supervisor Paul who moved its adoption, seconded by 

Councilor Hunt, to wit: 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the provisions of the Municipal Home Rule Law, a proposed local law 

titled Local Law No. D-2015, “A Local Law Overriding the Tax Levy Limit Established in General 

Municipal Law §3-c in the Town of Marcellus,” was presented and introduced at a regular meeting of the 

Town Board of the Town of Marcellus held on October 22, 2015; and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on such proposed local law on this 9
th

 day of November, 

2015, by the Town Board of the Town of Marcellus and proof of publication of notice of such public 

hearing, as required by law, having been submitted and filed, and all persons desiring to be heard in 

connection with said proposed local law having been heard, and said proposed local law having been in the 



possession of the members of the Town Board of the Town of Marcellus in its final form in the manner 

required by Section 20 of the Municipal Home Rule of the State of New York; and 

WHEREAS, the enactment of Proposed Local Law No. D-2015 has previously been determined 

to be an unlisted action and will have no significant effect on the environment thus concluding the SEQR 

review process; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the public interest to enact said Proposed Local Law No. D-2015. 

NOW, THEREFORE, it is 

 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Marcellus, Onondaga County, New York, does 

hereby enact proposed Local Law No. D-2015 as Local Law No. 4-2015 as follows: 

“TOWN OF MARCELLUS 

LOCAL LAW NO. 4 of 2015 

 

A LOCAL LAW OVERRIDING THE TAX LEVY LIMIT ESTABLISHED 

IN GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW §3-C IN THE TOWN OF MARCELLUS 

 

 Be it enacted by the Town Board of the Town of Marcellus as follows: 

 

Section 1. LEGISLATIVE INTENT 

 

 It is the intent of this local law to override the limit on the amount of real property 

taxes that may be levied by the Town of Marcellus, County of Onondaga pursuant to 

General Municipal Law § 3-c, and to allow the Town of Marcellus to adopt a Town 

budget for (a) Town purposes; (b) fire protection districts; and (c) any other special or 

improvement district governed by the Town Board for the fiscal year 2016, that requires 

a real property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by the General 

Municipal Law § 3-c. 

 

Section 2. AUTHORITY 

 

 This local law is adopted pursuant to Subdivision 5 of the General municipal Law 

§ 3-c, which expressly authorizes the Town Board to override the tax levy limit by the 

adoption of a local law approved by a vote of sixty percent (60%) of the Town Board. 

 

Section 3. TAX LEVY LIMIT OVERRIDE 

 

 The Town Board of the Town of Marcellus, County of Onondaga, is hereby 

authorized to adopt a budget for the fiscal year 2016 that requires a real property tax levy 

in excess of the limit specified in General Municipal Law § 3-c. 

 

Section 4. SEVERABILITY 

 

 If any clause, sentence, paragraph, section, article or part of this local law shall be 

adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such judgment shall not 

affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operations 



to the clause, sentence, paragraph, section, article, or part thereof directly involved in the 

controversy in which such judgment shall have been rendered. 

 

Section 5. EFFECTIVE DATE 

 

 This Local Law shall take effect upon filing with the Secretary of State.” 
The question of the adoption of the foregoing resolution was duly put to a vote, the vote was as 

follows: 

John Scanlon Councilor Voted Yes 

Chris Hunt Councilor Voted Yes 

Kevin O’Hara Councilor Voted Yes 

Karen Pollard Councilor Voted Yes 

Mary Jo Paul Supervisor Voted Yes 

 

The foregoing resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted. 

DATED: November 5, 2015 

 

Adopt 2016 Budget:  Councilor Scanlon made a motion seconded by Councilor Pollard 

to adopt the 2016 Budget for the Town of Marcellus. 

Ayes – Scanlon, Hunt, Paul, O’Hara and Pollard     Carried 

 

TOWN BUDGET 

FOR 

TOWN OF MARCELLUS 

IN 

COUNTY OF ONONDAGA  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Door Approval:  John Houser, Codes Officer, contacted 4 contractors for bids for the 

main side entrance door and the side door.  He only received one quote from Scalice 

Construction for a total of $21,370.00.  Councilor Hunt made a motion seconded by 

Councilor Pollard to approve the bid from Scalice Construction to replace the two side 

doors on the Town Hall at a cost of $21,370.00. 

Ayes – Scanlon, Hunt, Paul, O’Hara and Pollard     Carried 

 

Supervisor’s  Updates:  Supervisor Paul had the following updates: 

 

John Houser, Codes Officer, has volunteered to be Chairman for the Storm Water 

Coalition. 

 



A big Thank You to Donnie and his crew, and also to Gregg and Ryan from the Village 

for a great job reroofing the Welcome Center at the Park.  This saved the Town a lot of 

money. 

 

Happy Birthday to our esteemed Town Attorney, Jim Gascon, on his birthday earlier this 

week. 

 

The exterior fire alarm is fixed at no cost to the town.  It is under contract.    There is no 

need to pay to upgrade to monitored system at this time. 

 

OCWA/DAM renovated and review of Emergency plan. 

 

Congratulations to Chocolate Pizza Company on their move to the new expanded 

building. 

 

Reminder the Town Hall will be closed on Wednesday, November 11, 2015 – Veterans 

Day. 

 

Items from the Floor:  Phil Coccia, Recreation Director, asked if everyone noticed the 

new entrance to the Park on Platt Road. 

 

Councilor Hunt made a motion seconded by Councilor Scanlon to adjourn the Marcellus 

Town Board meeting at 8:10 P.M.  

Ayes – Scanlon, Hunt, Paul, O’Hara and Pollard     Carried 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Sandy Taylor, Town Clerk 

 


