
Dear (Mayor, Township Supervisor, or Village President)

We would like to alert you to a potential health and environmental risk associated with the maintenance of driveways and parking lots and invite you to join other communities in making changes.

Scientific studies confirm that coal tar sealcoats, the most common type of sealcoat used on driveways and parking lots in our region, present a health risk to the public.  Coal tar sealcoats contain polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs), many of which are suspected or known carcinogens.  The routine wear and tear of coal tar sealcoated pavements produces dust and particles contaminated with PAHs that can be breathed and accidentally ingested by people living by the pavements.  One recent study by the U.S. Geological Survey and Baylor University found: 

· For someone who spends their entire lifetime living adjacent to coal tar sealcoated pavement, the average excess lifetime cancer risk is estimated to be 38 times higher than the urban background exposure. 

· More than one-half of the risk occurs during the first 18 years of life….  Williams, E.S., Mahler, B.J., and Van Metre, P.C. 2013.  Cancer risk from incidental ingestion exposures to PAHs associated with coal-tar-sealed pavement. Environ. Sci. Technol. 2012, 47 (2):1101-1109. 

· See http://freshwaterfuture.org/policy/coal-tar-sealants for more information and scientific studies.
          
In addition, PAHs from coal tar sealcoated pavements have been found to run off into nearby waterways, endangering aquatic life and contaminating sediments, which add to the expense of pollution cleanup. For example, Inver Grove Heights, a suburb of St. Paul, Minnesota (population of 34,000) has 589 stormwater drainage basins.  In 2009, the city began inspecting and spot testing its basins as part of routine maintenance required by its Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) permit. Findings showed some of the basins were contaminated with PAHs, leading the city to ban coal tar based pavement sealcoats in November 2011. The city embarked on PAH clean-up efforts. City staff estimate that over 140 basins will show some PAH contamination; with nearly 100 having high levels of contamination. Estimates for removing PAH contamination from all basins in the City range from $1.5 to $4.0 million. 

Numerous cities, counties and states across the U.S. and throughout the Great Lakes region are banning the use of coal tar sealcoats for public safety and environmental reasons. Just recently, the state of Minnesota passed a ban on the use of coal tar sealants. Because of its health and safety issues, we are reaching out to a variety of consumers, including municipalities, to ask them to voluntarily stop using coal tar sealcoats. (See http://coaltarfreeamerica.blogspot.com/p/bans.html for communities and entities that have eliminated or restricted the use of coal tar sealcoats.) 


There is a safer alternative if sealants are needed.  Asphalt based sealcoats are safer, readily available, and very affordable according to the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency website.  (The state of Minnesota has banned coal tar sealcoats and provides information on alternatives.)   

The most common and least expensive alternative to coal tar sealcoat now on the market is petroleum asphalt based sealcoat (CAS number 8052-42-4).  Asphalt sealcoats contain PAHs, but at far lower levels than coal tar sealcoats—about 1/1000th the PAH level of coal tar sealcoats.  Good quality asphalt sealcoat emulsions provide a black appearance for one to two years, and protection (less visible) for two to four years if properly applied.  Other alternatives such as Gilsonite®, acrylic and agricultural oil-based seals contain few or no PAHs, but they tend to be higher-priced and they have less of a performance track record than asphalt seals.  Even so, you should ask about these products and their effectiveness and cost as research and market conditions evolve.

Freshwater Future is working with people in communities across the Great Lakes region to protect water quality and public health.  We encourage you to phase-out the use of coal tar sealcoats in your community. You can find a sample resolution and ordinance on our website noted above.  A representative of our organization will be in contact with you soon to follow up on this letter and answer any questions you may have.

Thank you,

Cheryl Kallio, Freshwater Future Associate Director
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